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Censorship


"The Most Frequently Banned Books in the 1990s"

This list is taken from the table of contents of Banned in the U.S.A. by Herbert N. Foerstel. It shows the fifty books that were most frequently challenged in schools and public libraries in the United States between 1990 and 1992. Banned in the U.S.A. has more information about the efforts to keep each title out of schools. (Here's the publisher's information on the book.) 

The list is reprinted here with permission from the publisher. Most of the books in this list are still copyrighted, and not available online at this time. Those that are available have hyperlinks to the text. There may also be links to pages with more information about certain authors. 

1. Impressions Edited by Jack Booth et al. 

2. Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 

3. The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger 

4. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain (Samuel Clemens) 

5. The Chocolate War by Robert Cormier 

6. Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson 

7. Scary Stories in the Dark by Alvin Schwartz 

8. More Scary Stories in the Dark by Alvin Schwartz 

9. The Witches by Roald Dahl 

10. Daddy's Roommate by Michael Willhoite 

11. Curses, Hexes, and Spells by Daniel Cohen 

12. A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L'Engle 

13. How to Eat Fried Worms by Thomas Rockwell 

14. Blubber by Judy Blume 

15. Revolting Rhymes by Roald Dahl 

16. Halloween ABC by Eve Merriam 

17. A Day No Pigs Would Die by Robert Peck 

18. Heather Has Two Mommies by Leslea Newman 

19. Christine by Stephen King 

20. I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou 

21. Fallen Angels by Walter Myers 

22. The New Teenage Body Book by Kathy McCoy and Charles Wibbelsman 

23. Little Red Riding Hood by Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm 

24. The Headless Cupid by Zilpha Snyder 

25. Night Chills by Dean Koontz 

26. Lord of the Flies by William Golding 

27. A Separate Peace by John Knowles 

28. Slaughterhouse-Five by Kurt Vonnegut 

29. The Color Purple by Alice Walker 

30. James and the Giant Peach by Roald Dahl 

31. The Learning Tree by Gordon Parks 

32. The Witches of Worm by Zilpha Snyder 

33. My Brother Sam Is Dead by James Lincoln Collier and Christopher Collier 

34. The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck 

35. Cujo by Stephen King 

36. The Great Gilly Hopkins by Katherine Paterson 

37. The Figure in the Shadows by John Bellairs 

38. On My Honor by Marion Dane Bauer 

39. In the Night Kitchen by Maurice Sendak 

40. Grendel by John Champlin Gardner 

41. I Have to Go by Robert Munsch 

42. Annie on My Mind by Nancy Garden 

43. The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain 

44. The Pigman by Paul Zindel 

45. My House by Nikki Giovanni 

46. Then Again, Maybe I Won't by Judy Blume 

47. The Handmaid's Tale by Margaret Atwood 

48. Witches, Pumpkins, and Grinning Ghosts: The Story of the Halloween Symbols by Edna Barth 

49. One Hundred Years of Solitude by Gabriel Garcia Marquez 

50. Scary Stories 3: More Tales to Chill Your Bones by Alvin Schwartz 

	Judy Blume Talks 
About Censorship



When I began to write, thirty years ago, I didn't know if anyone would publish my books, but I wasn't afraid to write them.  I was lucky.  I found an editor and publisher who were willing to take a chance.  They encouraged me.  I was never told what I couldn't write.  I felt only that I had to write the most honest books I could. It never occurred to me, at the time, that what I was writing was controversial.  Much of it grew out of my own feelings and concerns when I was young.    

Communism?  
There were few challenges to my books then, although I remember the night a woman phoned, asking if I had written Are You There God?  It's Me, Margaret.  When I replied that I had, she called me a Communist and slammed down the phone. I never did figure out if she equated Communism with menstruation or religion, the two major concerns in 12 year old Margaret's life.    

But in 1980, the censors crawled out of the woodwork, seemingly overnight, organized and determined.  Not only would they decide what their children could read, but what all children could read.  Challenges to books quadrupled within months, and we'll never know how many teachers, school librarians and principals quietly removed books to avoid trouble.    

Fear   
I believe that censorship grows out of fear, and because fear is contagious, some parents are easily swayed. Book banning satisfies their need to feel in control of their children's lives.  This fear is often disguised as moral outrage.  They want to believe that if their children don't read about it, their children won't know about it. And if they don't know about it, it won't happen.    

Today, it's not only language and sexuality (the usual reasons given for banning my books) that will land a book on the censors' hit list.  It's Satanism, New Age-ism and a hundred other isms, some of which would make you laugh if the implications weren't so serious.  Books that make kids laugh often come under suspicion; so do books that encourage kids to think, or question authority; books that don't hit the reader over the head with moral lessons are considered dangerous.   

Censors don't want children exposed to ideas different from their own.  If every individual with an agenda had his/her way, the shelves in the school library would be close to empty.  I wish the censors could read the letters kids write.  

Dear Judy,  
I don't know where I stand in the world.  I don't know who I am.    That's why I read, to find myself.  
Elizabeth, age 13  

But it's not just the books under fire now that worry me.  It is the books that will never be written.  The books that will never be read.  And all due to the fear of censorship.  As always, young readers will be the real losers.  

http://www.judyblume.com/censors.html
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    Blubber 
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A person who can laugh at herself will be respected, right?    

But Linda doesn't laugh. And maybe that's the problem. There's something about her that makes Jill and a lot of kids in her fifth-grade class want to see how far they can go. But nobody, least of all Jill, expects the fun to end where it does.   
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Judy says: Based on an incident in my daughter Randy's fifth grade classroom that never could have happened if the teacher had been tuned in to the kids in her class.  Her lack of awareness made it easy for the class leader to use her power in an evil way, victimizing one student and turning classmate against classmate.  

When I began this book I was determined to write the truth about the school-bus culture in the language of that culture.  Blubber is funny to a point, then wham!    

Some adults are bothered by the language and the cruelty, but the kids get it.  They live it.  In some places the book is used in teacher training classes to help future teachers understand classroom dynamics.
The Forbidden Library: Banned and Challenged Books Listed by Title

The details listed below are excerpts taken from the Banned Books Resource Guide by the American Library Association, and Ready Reference Censorship, Copyright 1997, Salem Press (ed. Lawrence Amey et al.). 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer. Mark Twain [Samuel L. Clemens]. Airmont; And/Or Press; Bantam; Grosset; Longman; NAL; Pocket Bks. Excluded from the childrens' room in the Brooklyn, N.Y. Public Library (1876) and the Denver, Colo. Public Library (1876). Confiscated at the USSR border (1930). Removed from the seventh grade curriculum in the West Chester, Pa. schools (1994) after parents complained that it is too full of racially charged language. 

Alice's Adventures in Wonderland. Lewis Carroll. Ace; Bantam; Crown; Delacorte; Dover; NAL; Norton; Penguin; Random; St. Martin. Banned in China (1931) for portraying animals and humans on the same level, "Animals should not use human language."  
Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl. Anne Frank. Modern Library. Challenged in Wise County, Va. (1982) due to "sexually offensive" passages. Four members of the Alabama State Textbook Committee (1983) called for the rejection of this book because it is a "real downer."  
Arabian Nights or The Thousand and One Nights. Anonymous. U.S. Customs held up 500 sets of the translation by the French scholar Mardrus, which were imported from England (1927-31). It was confiscated in Cairo, Egypt (1985), on the grounds that it contained obscene passages which posed a threat to the country's moral fabric. It was judged inappropriate for Jewish pupils by the Israeli director of the British Consul Library in Jerusalem, Israel (1985). 

Catcher in the Rye. J.D. Salinger. Published in 1951, this immediate best seller almost simultaneously became a popular target of censorship. A 1991-92 study by the People for the American Way found that the novel was among those most likely to be censored based on the fact that it is "anti-Christian." Challenged by Concerned Citizens of Florida who wanted the book removed from a high school library (1991) in Leesburg, Florida due to "profanity, reference to suicide, vulgarity, disrespect, and anti-Christian sentiments." They were unsucessful: a review committee voted unanimously to retain the book.  
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. Roald Dahl. Bantam; Knopf; Penguin. Removed from a locked reference collection at the Boulder, Colo. Public Library (1988), where it had been placed because the librarian thought the book espoused a poor philosophy of life.  
The Complete Fairy Tales of the Brothers Grimm. Jacob and Wilhelm K. Grimm. Translated by Jack Zipes. Bantam. Restricted to sixth through eighth grade classrooms at the Kyrene, Ariz. elementary schools (1994) due to its excessive violence, negative protrayals of female characters, and anti-Semitic references.  
Fahrenheit 451. Ray Bradbury. Ballentine. Ironically, students at the Venado Middle School in Irvine, Calif. received copies of the book with scores of words--mostly "hells" and "damns"--blacked out. The novel is about book burning and censorship. Thankfully, after receiving complaints from parents and being contacted by reporters, school officials said the censored copies would no longer be used (1992). 
Gulliver's Travels. Jonathan Swift. Airmont; Bantam; Bobbs-Merrill; Dell; Grosset; Houghton; NAL; Norton; Oxford Univ. Pr.; Pocket Bks. Denounced as wicked and obscene in Ireland (1726), which was no doubt the effect Swift was going for.   
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings. Maya Angelou. Bantam. This book gets challenged quite often, due to the poet's descriptions of being raped as a young girl.  
James and the Giant Peach. Roald Dahl. ABC-Clio; Knopf. Challenged at the Deep Creek Elementary School in Charlotte Harbor, Fla. (1991) because it is "not appropriate reading material for young children." Challenged at the Pederson Elementary School in Altoona, Wis. (1991) and at the Morton Elementary School library in Brooksville, Fla. (1992) because the book contains the word "ass" and "promotes" the use of drugs (tobacco, snuff) and whiskey. Removed from classrooms in Stafford County, Va. Schools (1995) and placed in restricted access in the library because the story contains crude language and encourages children to disobey their parents and other adults.   

A Light in the Attic. Shel Silverstein. Harper. Challenged at the Cunningham Elementary School in Beloit, Wis. (1985) because the book "enourages children to break dishes so they won't have to dry them." Removed from Minot, N.Dak. Public School libraries when the superintendent found "suggestive illustrations." Challenged at the Big Bend Elementary School library in Mukwonago, Wis. (1986) because some of Silverstein's poems "glorified Satan, suicide and cannibalism, and also encouraged children to be disobedient."  
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. C.S. Lewis. Macmillan. Challenged in the Howard County, Md. school system (1990) because it depicts "graphic violence, mysticism, and gore." 
Little House on the Prairie. Laura Ingalls Wilder. Buccaneer; Harper; Transaction. Challenged at the Lafourche Parish elementary school libraries in Thibodaux, La. (1993) because the book is "offensive to Indians." Banned in the Sturgis, S. Dak. elementary school classrooms (1993) due to statements considered derogatory to Native Americans. 

The Lorax. Dr. Seuss. Random. Challenged in the Laytonville, Calif. Unified School District (1989) because it "criminalizes the foresting industry." Isn't that the de-foresting industry?  
To Kill a Mockingbird. Harper Lee. Lippincott/Harper; Popular Library. This novel has been challenged quite a lot due to its racial themes. Challenged--and temporarily banned--in Eden Valley, Minn.(1977); Challenged at the Warren, Ind. Township schools (1981), because the book "represents institutionalized racism under the guise of 'good literature'." After unsuccessfully banning the novel, three black parents resigned from the township human relations advisory council. Banned from the Lindale, Tex. advanced placement English reading list (1996) because the book "conflicted with the values of the community."  
Uncle Tom's Cabin. Harriet Beecher Stowe. Airmont; Bantam; Harper; Houghton; Macmillan; NAL. Challenged in the Waukegan, Ill. School District (1984) because the novel contains the word "nigger." Never mind that the novel is often credited with raising public antislavery sentiment which ultimately led to the emancipation of American slaves.  
Vasilissa the Beautiful: Russian Fairy Tales. Progress Pubns. Challenged at the Mena, Ark. schools (1990) because the book contains "violence, voodoo, and cannibalism."
Where the Sidewalk Ends. Shel Silverstein. Harper. Challenged at the West Allis-West Milwaukee, Wis. school libraries (1986) because the book "suggests drug use, the occult, suicide, death, violence, disrespect for truth, disrespect for legitimate authority, rebellion against parents." Challenged at the Central Columbia School District in Bloomsburg, Pa. (1993) because a poem titled "Dreadful" talks about how "someone ate the baby." On the other hand, this book does present the negative consequences of not taking the garbage out.  
Where's Waldo? Martin Handford. Little. Challenged at the Public Libraries of Saginaw, Mich. (1989), Removed from the Springs Public School library in East Hampton, N.Y. (1993) because there is a tiny drawing of a woman lying on the beach wearing a bikini bottom but no top. Yes, but did they find Waldo?  
A Wrinkle In Time. Madeleine L'Engle. Dell. Challenged at the Polk City, Fla. Elementary School (1985) by a parent who believed that the story promotes witchcraft, crystal balls, and demons. Challenged in the Anniston Ala. schools (1990). The complainant objected to the book's listing the name of Jesus Christ together with the names of great artists, philosophers, scientists, and religious leaders when referring to those who defend earth against evil. 
Taken from: http://title.forbiddenlibrary.com/ 
Another Frequently Challenged List: (includes some repetition of the above books)

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings , by Maya Angelou. Description of a rape; complaints the book is "anti-white." 
The Giver , by Lois Lowry. Condones infanticide, endorses abortion, and promotes new age practices such as guided imagery. 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn , by Mark Twain. Incessant use of the word "nigger." 
Of Mice and Men , by John Steinbeck. Profanity. 
The Color Purple , by Alice Walker. Too violent and sexually graphic and deals with lesbianism. 
The Chocolate War , by Robert Cormier. Profane language and sexual content. 
Go Ask Alice , Anonymous (diary of a teenage drug user). Depictions of drug use, sexual situations, and suicide. 
The Catcher in the Rye , by J. D. Salinger. Uses the "f" word and portrays prostitution, teenage depression, and alienation. 
A Day No Pigs Would Die , by Robert Newton Peck. "Gory" descriptions of two pigs mating, a pig being slaughtered, and a cow giving birth. 
Native Son , by Richard Wright. Sexually graphic and violent; uses the word "nigger." 

	


My Brother Sam is Dead , by Christopher and James Lincoln Collier. Profanity and graphic depictions of war. 
Bridge to Terabithia , by Katherine Paterson. Profanity, disrespect of adults, and an elaborate fantasy world that "might lead to confusion." 
Goosebumps series, by R. L. Stine. Violence and glorification of the occult. 
It's Perfectly Normal , by Robie Harris (a sex education book). Discussions of sexuality, including homosexuality. 
Forever , by Judy Blume. Sexual themes. 
Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark , by Alvin Schwartz. Overly violent and frightening and "dabbles in the occult." 
More Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark , by Alvin Schwartz. 
Scary Stories 3: More Tales to Chill Your Bones , by Alvin Schwartz. 
Halloween ABC , by Even Merriam. Halloween is of pagan origin and the book is "evil." 

Censorship in Children’s Literature
From a young age, children are bombarded with a vast array of information: TV, movies, advertisements, for example.  Children are exposed to this information through books they encounter in school or discover on their own, often without a parent’s knowledge.  This has created a struggle between protecting children and preserving the author’s freedom of speech.  This struggle has led to both the challenging and censorship of many children’s books.
What is Censorship? 
The American Library Association’s website (www.ala.org) defines censorship as “a change in the access status of material, based on the content of the work and made by a governing authority or its representatives.  Such changes include exclusion, restriction, removal, or age/grade level changes”.

 Types of Censorship 
· A challenge is the attempt of any person or group to censor materials.  These are not just expressions of opinion but rather an attempt to restrict others’ access to materials.

· Overt censorship is the official removal of materials by a governing authority.

· Covert censorship is the unofficial removal of materials in an attempt to restrict access. 
Why Books Get Challenged 
There are many themes and ideas found in books that some adults find unsuitable for children.  In an attempt to protect them, these adults may challenge books based on the content found in the book.  One of the most common objections is that the material is unsuitable for its intended age group.  There are other common objections: poor outlook on life, poor behavior, racial issues, contains profanity, sexual content, occult themes, violence, homosexual content, anti-family themes, un-Christian ideals, and un-American beliefs

Commonly Challenged Children’s Books 
Among the Top Ten Most Challenged Books of 2003: 
· Alice series by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor for sexual content, offensive language, and being unsuitable for age group.

· Harry Potter series by J. K. Rowlings for its focus on wizardry and magic

· “Go Ask Alice” by Anonymous for drug references

· “We All Fall Down” by Robert Cormier for offensive language and sexual conten
·  “Bridge to Terabithia” by Katherine Paterson for offensive language and occult/Satanism

  
Learn More About Censorship 
You can learn more about this topic and other censored books by visiting The American Library Association’s web page on intellectual freedom located at: http://www.ala.org/Template.cfm?Section
http://www.longwood.edu/english/chilit/censorship_in_children.htm
� HYPERLINK "http://www-2.cs.cmu.edu/People/spok/most-banned.html" ��http://www-2.cs.cmu.edu/People/spok/most-banned.html� 








