
 
Math 141  Fall 2024                Midterm Exam 3            October 10, 2024 

 
 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________  

Problem 1 / 2 3 4 / 5 6 / 7 Total 

Possible 32 21 16 31 100 

Received      

 

DO NOT OPEN YOUR EXAM UNTIL TOLD TO DO SO. 
You may use a 3 x 5 card of notes, both sides, and a calculator.   

         
FOR FULL CREDIT, SHOW ALL WORK RELATED TO FINDING EACH 

SOLUTION. 

 FIND THE FINAL ACTUAL VALUE FOR ALL PROBLEMS..  
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17 points 1. Suppose that a person is a 55% free throw shooter.  She will shoot 10 shots. 
                 /5  What is the probability of making exactly 7 shots? 

                 /10  What is the probability of making at least 2 of the 10 shots? 

                 /2  What is the expected number of shots she would make?  That is, if she were to shoot 
10 shots, and then another 10 shots, and then another 10 shots, over and over, then on 
average how many shots (out of 10) would she make? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
15 points 2. Consider the investment at right. 
                 /5  Find the expected value of the investment: 

                 /10  Find the variance and standard deviation of the investment: 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Return Probability 

−4 .5 

   2 .1 

   7 .4 
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21 points 3. The heights of a certain population of corn plants follow a 
normal distribution with mean 140 cm and standard 
deviation 10 cm.  

     /5  What percentage of the plant heights are 130 cm or less? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     /2  What percentage of the plant heights are 130 cm or more? 
 
 
 
 
     /1  What percentage of the plant heights are exactly 130 cm? 
 
 
 
     /8  What percentage of the plant heights are between                                                                        

130 and 145 cm? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     /5  What is the plant height at the 40th percentile? 
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10 points 4. Suppose you flip 3 coins.  We are interested in the number of heads, which we call 𝑋𝑋.    
                 /8  Find the probability distribution for the number of heads: 

𝑘𝑘 Pr (𝑋𝑋 = 𝑘𝑘) 

0  

1  

2  

3  

                 /2  What is the expected number of heads? 

6 points 5. Suppose there are 80 people to be tested for Covid.  If each person has his/her own 
individual test, then 80 tests will be administered and analyzed.  Suppose instead that 
all 80 are tested (“pooled”) together.  If that one test is negative, then we’re done:  all 
80 people are Covid-free.  But if the pooled test is positive, then one (or more) person 
in the group has Covid, thus all 80 will then be tested individually.  Find the expected 
number of tests to be administered in this “pooled testing” approach.  You can start by 
completing the table below.  Assume that 0.5% (so 0.005) of the population being 
tested actually have Covid.  Simplify/evaluate your answer below for expect number 
of tests. 

Outcome of 
pooled test 

Total number 
of tests given Probability 

Positive 81  

Negative 1  

Expected number of tests per 80 people  = 
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11 points 6. Find (and show appropriate work) the mean, variance and standard deviation of the 
following ten values:  

2    2    2    2    2    5    5    10   10   10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
20 points 7. Suppose we roll a die 10 times.  We are interested in getting fives.  
                 /5  What is the probability of getting exactly 2 fives? 

  Use the normal curve to approximate the next two probabilities.  
                 /9  What is the probability of getting at least 2 fives? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                 /6  What is the probability of getting exactly 2 fives?  (Remember to use the normal curve 

to approximate this value.) 

 
 
 

 


	You may use a 3 x 5 card of notes, both sides, and a calculator.  
	For full credit, show all work related to finding each solution.


